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Preface

This year, 1954, offers a fitting opportunity for the First Methodist Church of
Lawrence, Kansas, to review its past, just ayéas beginning in 1854 and to Kansas as
a whole, which is now celebrating its centennial.

But any extensive account of the past conditions and events of the church, written
in 1954, must carry us back only about forty years. A history of the churtshaariier
period was published in book form in 1915. The present writer was the author of that
little book. Later she was away from Lawrence for about tweigkt years; in that
interval one of the ministers suggested that the history be brought daatetand
designated as the person to write it Dr. Edward Bumgardner, a Lawrence dentist, who
was also a local historian of some note. He had been an official member of the church for
many years; had been a member of the publication committee for theabbigok; and,
also a member of the committee appointed
book was illustrated early in 1914. Personahéhlth and illness in his family prevented
Dr. Bumgardner from carrying out this project; and after the moitéhe first book
returned to Lawrence in 1949 the task devolved upon her.

It seems wise to preface this narrative with an extremely brief summary of an
earlier period. James S. Griffing was appointed in 1854 to preach in an enormous area of
which Lawence was a very small part. From that time till 1858 four ministers served the
Lawrence Methodists in a primitive setting, with small numbers; in dangerous and
difficult conditions; in constant need of financial help from outside; and, with no regular
place of meeting except that for a part of the time they used a temporary structure
commonly called Athe Tento.

In the second period, 183866, the church was served by six ministers in a
frame building on Vermont Street in the seven hundred block. ThHdirmuwas also
used by other denominations and served as a morgue at the time of the Quantrill raid,
August 21, 1863. The little band of Methodists still had a struggle against pioneer
conditions, but was developing; was becoming identified with movenretiie church
as a whole; and, was climbing up to financial independence.
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Not only did the church cease to ask help from the East, but it was able to erect a
new building, a brick church this time located at Tenth (then Berkley) and Massachusetts
Streas where the Masonic Temple now stands. The years in this buldB®66 to 1891
constitute the third period in which ten ministers served pastorates of longer or shorter
duration. The longest of these, lasting about five and a half years, was thatlafries
Marvin, and was filled with great activity, much of it connected with the stone church,
that is the present church at Tenth and Vermont Streets.

The fourth period as portrayed in the old book was the age of the stone church, from 1891
to 1915.
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In addition to a few weeks under Dr. Marvin it included six ministries and the beginning
of a seventh, as well as the adoption of a foreign pastor doing missionary work to the
Japanese and the employment of a minister to care for students. It sspattithhithat we
depart from the old History and start upon the new. The stone church we still have with
us, and in it seven ministers have led the activities of the organization, in addition to the
continuation of the Wesley Foundation for students, amddent years the employment

of a visitation minister.

A few words of explanation about terms or methods may be useful. First, it should
be noted that the title of the old book of 1
Church of Lawrence, Kansas whi l e the title of this suppl
of the Methodist Church of Lawrence, Kansaso
change made necessary by an historical event of prime importance, that is the union in
1939 of three chuhes the Methodist Episcopal, the Methodist Episcopal South, and the
Methodist Protestant. This union will be more fully discussed below. Secondly, it seems
well to explain that in the old book each minister was introduced by a brief biographical
sketch cwering his life up to the time he took charge of this church. Whatever
information could be obtained about his life after his Lawrence pastorate was printed in a
note at the back of the book. This plan will be followed in the present study. As Dr.
Wolfe hal just left Lawrence when the old history was published, the note about him
must be included in this volume though his ministry here was in the previous period.

In this effort as in that of forty years ago difficulties have been encountered and
they areroughly comparable to the two categories explained in the earlier preface. One
has to do with the time and effort necessary in the gathering together of scattered
material; and the other is the problem of selection, especially as to personal names. This
last is a bigger problem now than formerly because the church is larger and has such an
imposing list of organizations with many officers in each. Some lists of officers are not
complete, but even those that are might have to be eliminated for want ofldpaexer

this may be, in the words of the earlier pre
the reader will not forget that the book is a memorial not only to those persons named in
it, but also to hundreds of others who have helped to make theachu what it 1 s to

Thanks and appreciation are here expressed to all who have given information,
brought in records, or in any other way contributed towards the completion of this
enterprise.
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Chapter I.
The Church in General under Four Ministers.

Henry W. Hargett, March 19I5March 1918
Samuel Sylvester Klyne, March 191&ctober 1922
Edward Hislop, October 19220ctober 1928
Harry A. Gordon, October 1928March 1931

The last minister whose pastorate was presented in the old history wasriy.
E. Wolfe' who was the minister of this church from October 1909 to March 1915. By
way of review this period can be briefly illustrated by reference to two outstanding
developments. One as the adoption of Frank Herron Sastforeign pastor when in
1912 the church assumed responsibility for much of his salary as a missionary to the
Japanese. The other was the appointment of Rev. Gordon Bennett Thotogs®n
student pastor in charge of work among Methodist students at the University of Kansas
and Hakell Institute.

Dr. Wol feds successor was Dr. Henr
Lawrence in the spring of 1915 from the First Church in
Emporia. He was an Ohio man, having been born in Sandusky
and brought up in Akron. In 1889 he graduated from Ohio
Wesleya University at Delaware, and the next year was married
to Miss Adele Hudson of the class of 1890 at the same
institution. In 1891 he joined the Ohio conference and continued
in it for sixteen years, serving four churches in that state. He
later served th&irst Church of Ottumwa, lowa and the First
Church of Carthage, Missouri before transferring to the Kansas
Conference and taking up his work in Empdria.

Henry W. Hargett

Under Dr. Hargett the work of the church went on much as it had been going but
conditioned by a wdd at war, especially after April 1917 when the United States became
definitely involved. The members of the church, like everyone else, were, of course,
keyed to a high pitch of activity in connection with the Red Cross, bond drives and many
other enterpses. As to local affairs there was special emphasis on three phases of church
work 1 student work, enlargement of the physical plant, and the ingathering of members.

In connection with the first of these it was decided to rent an office in Myers Héticfor

student minister, and establish a house to provide a home for a group of girls students that

were affiliated with the Methodist Church. Also, plans were underway for advertising the

work for students among all the Methodist churches in Kansas. Thgemlant and

improvement of the church facilities consisted mostly of finishing the basement though of
course this period like every other brought its problems of repairs and improvements.

Another type of activity, which this ministry shares with all othéesd to do with efforts

to bring in new members. The wusual me mber s hi
project was undertaken at this time because the German Methodist Church, which had

mai ntained a separate exi svasabouat® bedisbahdadwr enc e
The Official Board of First Church invited the German Church to combine with ours, the
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Brotherhood entertained the men of the German Organization, and various personal
invitations were extended to German members to transferdgbCGhurch. The actual
disbanding of the German Church seems not to have taken place till a few months after
Dr. Hargett left Lawrence; and apparently no official combination was effected; but many
members of the German group became and continued todlealay active members of

First Churcl? It is worth noting that in this period the prayer meeting and class meeting,
which had played so prominent a part in earlier Methodism, were still continuing; and

part of the time Dr. Hargett gave a fimeinute serma to children on Sunday morning.

On October 8, 1916 in the evening the Sunday School presented an elaborate pageant of
the history of Methodism.

The Annual Conference of 1918 transferred Dr. Hargett
elsewhere and appointed as his successor R&v.Kdyne, who
had already spent more than twenty years in the ministry. From
1896 to 1898 he was on trial in the North Dakota Conference.
He served three pastorates in that state. He was transferred to
the West Virginia Conference and had charge of acthimr
Parkersburg from 1906 to 1908. He then became a member of
the Baltimore Conference and for about two years was the
minister of a church in the city of Baltimore. For a time
beginning in 1911 he had a church in Minneapolis and was a
member of the Noht Minnesota Conference. He transferred to
the Kansas Conference and had charge of the First Church in
Baldwin from 1914 to 1918, before coming to Lawrefce.

i

Samuel S. Klyne

The war was even more in evidence in Dr.

Hargett. Among other thgs it was necessary to bring the service flag and the service roll
up to date now and then. Also, the Official Board offered parts of the church building to
be used for Red Cross activities. Soon after his arrival in Lawrence Dr. Klyne was asked
to be claplain to the Student Army Training Corps at the University of Kansas and, with
the consent of the Official Board, accepted this responsibility. The war also touched the
church in its relation to students. Rev. Gordon Bennett Thompson had been transferred,
and for a short time the student work here was carried on by Rev. G. E. Brown. In July
1918 he resigned to go into war work and the church was left without a director of
student activities. A request was directed to the bishop and other church offiaialset
money, which had been provided for the salary of the student pastor, be used to pay an
office assistant for the minister. Apparently this request was granted. Such a position was
held for a time by McKinley Warren, a young Kansas University man, iwli919 was
recommended by the local Official Board for a license to preach. He married Vanetta
Hosford, a member of an active Methodist family, and about the end of the year they
went as missionaries to South America. Mr. Edwin F. Price, who has sidaelbng and
distinguished career as head of the Wesley Foundation at Lawrence was at that time at
the University and was superintendent of the University department of the First Church
Sunday School. He soon became secretary in the position that haaelsen

McKinley Warren, and, with some time off now and then for advance study has been
connected with the student work from that time to this.
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But other steps were being taken in the interest of the students. In October 1919 a
committee of three wagppointed to look after the work at Haskell, and about the same
time a group was established known as the Yo
Dr. Klyne as president ex officio, Professor E. F. Engel, chairman, Mr. E. S. Weatherby,
superintendent ahe Sunday School, LeRoy Holland, president of the Epworth League,
McKinley Warren, who was still secretary, E. F. Price, superintendent of the University
department, and Opal Woodruff representing the young women. In this same period
property was boughtroOhio Street, intended to be used in connection with the student
work. Also, this was t he’inahgehurchfasatwhade, tisCe nt e n a
is, a celebration of one hundred years of Methodist missionary effort and the Centenary
fund in thischurch was to be devoted in part at least to work among students. That
educational methods were advancing is shown by the fact that in the summer of 1920 the
Official Board voted to buy a motion picture projector at the cost of $525. A mimeograph
machine vas bought, and the student work and secretarial work were separated. Miss
Rovilla Tilton became the church secretary. Financial campaigns were carried on by an
effective organization known as the Minute Men or sometimes Minute Men and Women.

Also, in 192 the church received a gift, which, apart from its financial value, had
much personal interest and historical significance for Lawrence Methodism. Mr.
Frederick Eggert of Portland, Oregon had lived in or near Lawrence for twenty years
from 1856, hadsurvied Quantr i Il |l 6s Raid, and for years
businessman in Lawrence. He was a faithful and devoted member of the Lawrence First
Church. This devotion continued during fottyo years of residence in Oregon, and he
planned to make a bequesttbat his wife calledhis church Because of circumstances,
which arose, he changed this plan and asked his wife to make a gift after he was gone.
She therefore presented a $5000 Liberty Bond that he had bought the very day he died.
Thiswastobeamemarii t o Mr . Eggert, and was to be a
the income of which would be used by the chu
seventyseventh birthday, a special service was held at which Miss Hannah Oliver, a
lifelong friend of the Eggertgpresented the bond to the church in the name of Mrs.
Eggert, who was unable to be present. Mr. W. F. March, chairman of the Board of
Trustees, accepted it on the part of the church. A picture of Mr. Eggert also was presented
and the church still has it ia collection of historical materil.
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When Dr. Klyne went to Colorado Springs in October 1922
he exchanged pulpits with a man to whom moving to Lawrence
must have seemed like coming home. Edward Hislop was born
in Steubenville, Ohio, spent msibof his childhood in Dickinson
County, Kansas, and lived in North Lawrence in early manhood.
He was closely identified with Epworth League work in the
Kansas City District. He is said to have received his chief
impetus for his later work by falling unddre spell of Bishops
Warren and Ninde at the dedication of our stone church and by
being associated with Rev. Dan Brummitt in the Centenary
Edward Hislop Church. He studied at Baker University and won honors in
oratory both inside and outside Kansas.

In 1905 he was arried to Miss Viola M. Hankins, a fellow student at Baker. He
was on trial in 1903 and 1904 while serving the church in Argentine. In 1907 he was
graduated from Boston School of Theology and admitted to full membership in the New
Hampshire Conference inhich he held two pastorates. In 1911 he came back to the
West and became a district superintendent at Omaha. He is said to have been the
youngest superintendent in all Methodism at that time. For four years he was president of
the Methodist University of Klahoma; and, he served pastorates in Salina, Kansas, and
Colorado Springs, Colorado, before taking up his work in Lawrence.

Il n Dr . Hi sl opds ministry of six vigorous
of the organization activity was a continieait of what had gone before. There are some
groups, such as the Sunday School and some

no matter who the minister may @ne member of Sunday School at that time was
Mildred Clodfelter, who in 2003 allowed us ¢opy her promotion certificate from 1923
signed by Dr. Hislop shown in reproduction here.]
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Hirat
Methodiat Episcopal Churrly

Tenth and Vermont Streets
LAWRENCE, KANSAS

MINISTER
REV. EDWARD HISLOP, D. D.

Residence: 837 New Hampshire Street
Church Office Hours: 10 to 12 m1.; Telephone 1808

STUDENT WORK DIRECTOR
EDWIN F. PRICE

Resldence: 717 Maine 8t. Telephone 1369 Blue
Church Office Houra: 9 to 12 m. Telephone 1908

FOREIGN PASTOR
REV. FRANK HERRON SMITH, D. D.

Seoul, Korea

Front cover (above) and inside (below) of bulletinn May 20, 1923
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