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Preface

First Church has been served by 38 different senior pastors in 39 pastorates in its 150
year history. Rev. Levin B. Dennis served for a few months in 1855 then returned for a
oneyear term in 1862. He is pictd twice in the gallery of senior pastors on the
following pages. More than a third of the pastorates were prior to 1875. The longest
pastorate has been Rev. Virgil Brady at sixteen years beginning in 1983. In our past 50
years First Church has been sertagdseven senior pastors and a multitude of associates,
staff, and lay persons.

The pictures of senior pastors printed here are taken from digital photographs of the
gallery of portraits on the walls near the church offices.

At the time of this writing here exists an excellent Web site about our first pastor, James
Griffing, created and maintained by his Great Great Grandson, Bill Griffing, at
www.griffingweb.com

A timeline of the seven senior pastors included in this history is shown here.
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Forward

It is a thrill to take a family into the sanctuary for tivstftime. Is beauty literally takes

their breath awayMost don't know whether to focus on the overall structure, the stained
glass windows, the organ, the pews or the chancel cross suspended over thesafiar.
holy moment. Usually | find myselfrepeating Psalm 100:

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.

Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.

For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

For 150 years the congregation of First United Metsto@hurch has been praising and
blessing the Lord of all creationVorship and music have been at the center of our
thanksgiving. Discipleship has been our expression of God's love for our neighbors near
and far

As you read this volume of our historgmember to say a thank you to the
Sesquicentennial Committee for their two year commitment to this prajeoty and

Judy Niebaum have tirelessly led the committee and congregation into many
celebrations.The writing and publishing of this volume afiohistory has been a joyful

task and | am thankful for the Niebaums and the other committee members: Dan and
Carol Abrahamson, Judy Dailey, Phil and Phoebe Godwin, Ruth Ann Paddock, Ken and
Rowena Pine, Phil (deceased May, 2004) and Diane Stiles wheéases with

passion and a great love for this church.

As | write this forward | am celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of my ordination as an
elder in the Kansas East Conference of the United Methodist Chuihehthree elders
who patrticipated in my dlination are all rejoicing in God's heavenly horideir
commitment to Christ's transforming love in the world is passed on to those they
helped mentor in ministry.

It reminds me that the stories in this volume are another way of honoring those who have
helped shape, mold and influence the mission and ministry of First Church over these last
50 years.lIt is a testimony to their faithfulnes§.hanks be to God for each and every

iv



pastor, staff persomember and participant who has walked all or a podiaheir
faith journey at First Church.

We are invited by God to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ and make faithful disciples
of Jesus Christl believe that invitation calls First Church into a challenging and bold
future!

Put on your walking sbes as your read and prepare for the next part of the journey.

Blessings,
H. Sharon Howell, Senior Pastor
November 2004
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Jesus said, ASimon, son of John, do you I
Simon replied, WwYedhatLdrdoveoyokin®
Jesus said to him, ATend my sheep. o

John 21:16

Times for Growth
Al Bramble, 1952 1962
Charles Wesley Garrett, 1962966

o)

From the August 29AThe5 MefiGlhuich Kéwsah i s
on which the sumever sets. In America it began in 1766 with the preaching of a Methodist
Irishman, Philip Embury, in New York City. On December 24, 1784 some sixty Methodist
preachers met in Baltimore for what is historically known as the Christmas Conference, and
organezed the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. The blessing of God was on this
venture and its success was immediate. Moving westward with the tides of immigration it
reached Lawrence where this church was organ

The summer of 1952 marked tfiest time the national political conventions were televised

live. In November of that year a Kansan, Dwight Eisenhower, with his running mate, Richard
Nixon, were elected to the first of two terms as President and Vice President. The University
of Kansadall enroliment topped 6,000. The city of Lawrence had about 25,000 residents and
plans were beginning for a celebration of the centennial of the birth of our city two years
hence. Mary Patterson Clarke was completing her second history of First Church.

First Church had about 1200 members at the Db
year 1954 (June 1, 1953 through May 31, 1954) the general budget expenses had risen to
$31,410.16 while receipts were reported as $30,391.81. Conference assessingeds th

were $7,822.00. Total staff salaries were reported to be $12,099.50. Contributions to the

building fund, independent of the general budget, were $25,504.84.

Born in 1913 Al Bramble grew up in the El Dorado, Kansas area
where he graduated from higchool in 1932 and community

college in 1934. He completed a degree at Baker University in 1936
and went on to complete a theology degree at Boston University
School of Theology in 1939.

Rev. Bramble served as pastor at Danvers, Massachusetts Methodist
Church from 1940 to 1943. In Kansas he served Crawford County
Larger Parish from 1944 to 1946, and at Parsons 1946 to 1952. He
came to First Church in June 1952.

Al Bramble

First United Methodist Church 1 Lawrence, Kansas



While Lawrence celebrated the Centennial of its founding in 1854, First Church celebrated
AOne Hundred Years of Methodism in Lawrence,
AFirst Methodist Church Tower o of September
way . ARnAs the Church Tower tell s yoratingoweore 1
centennial with a special worship service at the 10:50 a.m. service next Sunday. Then in the
afternoon, 2 p.m. at the church, an Open House and historical exhibit. At 3 p.m. an informal
program at which former pastors and old friends will sp@akn at 4 p.m., our centennial

tea. This is your party. We urge you to come and bring your friends.

|l tds quite an achievement to celebrate 100 vy
the present and constitute the living church owe much téooeiathers. Not only have they

passed on to us a building, a program, and an organiZdiudralso a spirit, which, if we

possess it, will enable us to serve the future as the past has served the present. A reading of
history reveals a spirit guided lygreat purpose, willing to sacrifice and dare for it, and

devoted to the causes of that purpose. We know that purpose is God, known through Jesus

Christ. If we, as the past, live for Him; completely devoted to His causes; willing to sacrifice
anddare then we will give to the future as we ha

Former senior pastors Dr. Gordon Thompson, Dr. Robed
Hunt, and Dr. O.E. Allison all participated in morning
services on September 26 and spoke briefly at the

AHI st ori cal cFeedl lionwsthhiep aYd title
of Reverend Al 6s morning day was
Present, Future. o Church t that
about 1400.

The bulletin for the Centennial Sunday service includecga

3-page history overview by Dr. Mary P. Clarlart of ; ,

her writing included the Jf@l [Fowinjg Through

a number of people, n.early one hundred tWéNB’, Rev. Brable in First CHrch quit
have gone out from this church or the University Student
work affiliated with it, into fulttime religious work as ministers, missiores, deaconesses,
Christian Association leaders, and teachers of religious education. Through personal contacts
with these and others, and through numerous study groups we have much interest in the
Church Around the World. In 1854 the eyes of the world wereéawrence; in 1954 the eyes

of Lawrence are on all the world. o

In October 1954 Rev. Bramble initiated Sunday evening Fellowship Services from 5 p.m. to

7:30 p.m. Recreation and cafeteriawer@ 5 30 f ol |l owed by age group
from 6:30-7:30 [there will be] a hymn sing and service. The Sr. MYF [Methodist Youth

Fellowship] meets in Ecke Hall from 6 to 7:30 (Counselor, Irene Gutschenritter); the Jr. High

MYF meets from 6:30 to 7:30 (Counselors Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Paddock); the Junior children

meet with counselors Mr. & Mrs. R. L. Harris.
Under the leadership of Choir Director, Gerald Carney, and with the incentive-baéine

hour University of Kansas credit for participation, the chancel choir gréi¥ imembers by

First United Methodist Church 2 Lawrence, Kansas



December 1954. There were 21 sopranos, 22 altos, 14 tenors, and 20 in the bass section.
Choir rehearsal was each Tuesday at 7:10 p.m.

In January 1956 Al Bramble was joined by Associate Pastor, James J. Nabors, who had
recently completed misterial training at Vanderbilt University School of Religion. He had
responsibility for the Youth Division as

By February 1956 the Methodist Men, led by Martin Jones as president, completed the
constructionofalbrar r oom above the Church Office.
of shelves Iining the north side made of
on the project were Harold Craig as chair of the library committee and Alan Fisher, Phillip
White, and Olie Parsons.

In June 1956 First Church hosted the Centennial session of the Kansas Annual Conference.

The church newsletter announced the event as follows:

AfiThe Centenni al session of t he Kansas

First Methodist, June-%0, Bishop Dana Dawson presiding. The Conference
begins with a Communion Service Tuesday afternoon ofthatSvhich our
choir will sing.

One hundred years ago the KanbEbraska Conference was
organized in Lawrence. The historical significance of guent will be the
theme of the service (open to the public) on Tuesday evening, at which Roy L.
Smith will speak.

Roy L. Smith, widely known as one of the most effective speakers of
Methodism, will be the preacher for the evening services at 7:45 p.m.,
Tuesday through Saturday. These services, open to the public, will offer our
people an unusual speaker with a great message.

Rev. Ron Meredith will be the speaker at the morning devotional
services at 8:30 a.m., Wednesday through Saturday. He is a speakeil y
not want to miss. Services open to the public.

Bishop Dana Dawson and Bishop Ivan Lee Holt will preach at the
Sunday services on June 10. There will be two services; one at 9 a.m. with
Bishop Dawson preaching and one at 11 a.m. with Bishop Haltireg.

The double services are provided to accommodate the anticipated attendance.

The business sessions of the Conference run each day from 9:15 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Visitors are welcome. Russell Mosser is the lay delegate
representing our church.

The enterminment of the Conference is a tremendous responsibility for
the local church. It calls for every member to give of his time and ability when
called upon. Still, though a great task, it is a very rewarding experience. And

when done we will be happy thati was our responsibility.

Looking back a hundred years to Lawrence in OctdB&6the Kansas\ebraska
Conference was organized. Bishop Osman C. Baker, for whom Baker University was later
named, was the presiding officer. There were 13 names on tloé tladit Conference

First United Methodist Church 3 Lawrence, Kansas
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including Dennis, Lovejoy, Ferrill, and Griffing, all of whom served as pastors of First
Church in its early years.

In December 1957 Nettie Wismer, Chairman of the Commission on Education, announced
the resignation of Ruth Ann Paddocka Di r ect or of Chil drends Wor

in that position for about 3 years. I n her a
Ruth Ann as Director of Childrends Work. She
be givento herforthemavel ous growth and interest in thi
School. Our wish is that she will find much happiness and joy in her chosen field (her home)

and as |l ayman in her church. 06 She was replac
joinedte st aff as Childrenbés Worker.

Two new committees were formed in 1958, the Wills and Legacies Committee, which will
Afassist church members with any problems the
the benefit of | ocal Chrstianc/bcatiéns.dlsoain ID58&irsiC o mmi t
Church began planning for a major facilities expansion of a new education building. In

October cechairs of the Fund Drive, Gerald Pearson and Karl Edwards, reported collections

of $47,000 from 150 persons. Thatreamonth the Church welcomed a new visitation

pastor, Rev. Hjalmar Larson.

One of the interesting activities to grow out of the Keystone Sunday School class for young
married couples was a square dancing group. Helen Edwards said that in the fall &tie1 959

and her husband, Karl, volunteered to help with their recreation program and suggested
square dancing as an activity. AKarl purchas
calling. The group seemed to make good progress and to enjoy dandigirgerest grew

and he decided to continue. His first public dance was a benefit to raise funds for the Church
building program in the spring of 1960. The Barn Dancers Square Dance Club grew from this
start and |l asted many years. o

In 1960 to make way foa new education wing Smith Wrecking was hired to demolish a
brick building North of the church. That same year Rowena Pine was employed as a Lay
Visitor with compensation set at $1.50 per hour not to exceed 30 hours per week.

Late in 1960 preliminary phs for a new education wing were approved and First Church
launched a new Building Fund Drive to last from December 1960 through November 1963
with a goal of $175,000. The Church School moved into the new building in April 1962.

First United Methodist Church 4 Lawrence, Kansas



In 1961 Mabel Whited,drmerly director of the Wesley Community Center in Dallas, TX
was hired as Christian Education Director at an annual salary of $400 per month. In 1963
Bonnie Miller replaced her as Director of Christian Education at a salary of $6,000 per year.

Following his pastorate at First Church, Rev. Bramble served as district superintendent of the
Independence District of the Kansas East Conference from 1952 to 1968, and maintained a
special services relationship to the conference while working at the Kansasddfficpng

from 1969 until his retirement in 1977.

After retirement, he helped to establish the Kansas Sitadned Legislature serving as its
president from 1984 to 1986. He also helped to establish the Warm Hearts in Lawrence, a
program for heating assace to those in financial need. He received a Substantial Citizen
Award from Lawrence Kiwanis Club in 1984, and was selected as the 1986 Distinguished
Older Kansan at the 11th Annual Governor's Conference on Aging. Al participated in the
Senior Olympicsn 1989 and 1991, placing second at nationals in 198&hims.

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rev. Al Bramble
[probably in Chicago inthe mid-1 96 0 6 s ]

First United Methodist Church 5 Lawrence, Kansas



In 1962 John F. Kennedy was in his second year as President. Tensions were high between
the United States and the Soviet Union. In June Charles Wesley Garrett replaced Al Bramble
as senior pastor at First Church.

Dr. Garrett came to Lawrence after serving a pastorate in Chanute,
Kansas. Prior to that he served the Grace Methodist Church in
Winfield, and churches in Texas and New York State. A native of
Texas, he received his semry training at Perkins School of
Theology in Dallas, and received undergraduate and graduate
degrees from Southern Methodist University. His doctorate is from
New York University.

Charles Wesley Garrett

While in Lawrence, Garrett served in 1968 as secretary of the lalc
Ministerial Alliance and in 19656 as its president. He also served i
years term as secretary of the Lawrence Council of Churches. His
responsibilities in the Methodist Church have included being

chairman of the Committee on Family Life of the Board&dtication
of the Kansas Conference, Chairman of Leadership Education for
Higher Education for the State of Kansas, Chairman of the Inter
Conference Commission on Higher Education for Kansas. He was
member of the Kiwanis service club. Rev. Garrett in 1963

InJuly 1962 FrsChur ch mortgaged fApar s onsSyTerracafonb er t
the sum of $7,000 to be used to remodel the parsonage at 1527 Massachusetts for the Garrett
family. Rev. Garrettodéds annual salary was set

Trinity Methodist Church, a new church in East Lawrence, was beginning its birth. First

Church began seeking ways to help this new congregation. It was reported that Sunday
School attendance at the new church avas in t
20 to 30 each Sunday. Architectural drawings for a 150 member church were being prepared

and Trinity was planning a fund drive for September 1962. First Church offered use of our

church facilities on October 14 for a planning meeting for Trinity withdther three

Methodist churches in Lawrence to help ascertain possible membership for the new church.

E. J. Allison presided at the meeting. In 1963 Trinity contracted for the construction of their

church for about $46,000 with plans for completion byi§€tmas. In spite of support for the

new church by First Church and others in Lawrence the Trinity congregation dissolved in
2?77

In November 1962 the Official Board heard a report from Dr. William Moore, Dean of the
Kansas School of Religion, who presamhplans for development of the School. Dean Moore
noted that the University of Kansas cannot directly support the program, but has encouraged
the expansion of the School and accepts up to 25 semester hours of credit toward the
completion of University oKansas degree programs.

First United Methodist Church 6 Lawrence, Kansas



A January 1963 Fell owship Supper was attende
slides and commentary by Professor and Mrs. Tiedman, recently returned from teaching in

Japan. Rev. and Mrs. Ingram Yoder, missionaries in Shagrica, will present the program

at the February 4 Fellowship Supper. o

At the January 23, 1962 Official Board meet.
being mobilized to alter Kansas legislation relative to the sale of liquor. He notefemigl

concern for the many young people in our community by reason of the University, expressed
confidence in the legislative leadership with respect to this matter, and urged support for the
continuation of the present Kansas program of regulatiomeft sal e of | i quor . o

The July 1963 minutes of the Official Board
Abrahamson, had been hired by the Music Comn
reported that AMet hodi st d$ersaateonavang tavhelpinthe€€at hol i
construction of the new building of the Kansas School of Religion, which will be built on the
present site of Myers Hall. € There are mor e
the Methodist Colleges in Kansas consatjly we should support the School of Religion at

KU. 0 First Church expected to contribute abo
to $250 because funds were not available.

In 1964 at the request of organist, Dan Abrahamson, and with thersapfiee music

committee the church authorized a renovation of the Russell organ at an estimated cost of
$3350. Considering that this was equivalent to nearly a half years salary of the senior pastor
at that time this was quite a commitment to music rtripi®r First Church.

In response to recommendations by the Commission on Christian Social Concerns in the
summer of 1964 the Official Board adopted the use of the following statement on equal
opportunity in housing developed by the United Church Woméawfence:

Al believe that God created each human
that He expects each man to respond with concern for every other human
being. Discrimination is contrary to my faith and contrary to democracy.
Realizing that some people arefsuihg and being humiliated because of their
color or ancestry, | believe it is necessary to me to make my own faith known.
| believe that discrimination in housing opportunities is inconsistent
with the principles of a free society, and that every peo$good character,
regardless of race, religion, or national origin has the right to rent, buy, or
build a home which he can afford in our community.
| will accept as a neighbor any laabiding, responsible person
moving into my own neighborhood, and | bt practice racial, religious, or
ethnic discrimination when | am involved

SIGNATURE
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE

First United Methodist Church 7 Lawrence, Kansas



DIRECTORY
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH
Lawrence, Kansas

1964-1965

THE MINISTRY
S R e s S et e e B W. M. Stowe, Topeka, Kansas
B T e (T T L L) ) s b RS gt e el 0 Melvin Booth, Ottawa, Kansas
T R e e R s Charles Wesley Garrett, 1527 Mass.
VisIFation=Pastors can i vitie oo wsres oo Rev. and Mrs. Hjalmar Larson, 332 Okla.
Christian Education Director ................ Miss Bonnie Miller, 431 East 19th
T AT ] R e e e Mrs. Kenneth Pine, 200 West 13th
IR E TN SO CTERaE oy ooy e s e e E. F. Price, 902 Rockledge Rd.
Chuteh=Secratary v: o v is oo s ess Mrs. Cloyd Ingerson, 1506 Cadet
B R o ar e e ol e S Allen Vick, 704 Indiana
ORGARISE it st orens T o T el Daniel Abrahamson, 944 Lawrence Ave.
(T 31 T ) e e e v i Frank Purvis, 1503 West 2nd Terrace

Mrs. Duane Knos, 3050 West 8th
CHURCH OFFICIALS

Chairman of Official Board ................ Clyde Woods, 628 Greever Terrace
Seicretary"of-OMficraloBoard — . s o i s i Alan Fisher, 810 Schwarz Rd.
R A A= O T T U A6 o v Cs oe e ot e m eae H. E. Blitch, 1801 Naismith Dr.
T T [ e P e P e Burton Marvin, 1805 West 21st Terrace
340y iy o ) (L e e e R e B E. J. Allison, 956 Lawrence Ave.
Church School Superintendent ................ J. W. Paddock, 2136 Louisiana
Assistant Church School Superintendent ... ... Frank Alexander, 2020 Hillview Rd.
CRurch -Troasuren— comeimis st e it s Albert Fearing, 1622 New Hampshire
COMMISSION CHAIRMEN
T L e B s B e e S W. F. Bradley, Route No. 2
Membership and Evangelism .................. Wesley Seyler, 2220 Westdale
Christian Social Concerns .................. William York, 1111 Highland Dr.
¥ L ] | e P S ATt e et e S Mrs. Ernest Peters, 2619 Harvard Rd.
EduAHion o v s S e Cecil Williams, 2039 Clifton Court
FelloWahip - niae s e et o T T T T Gerald Pearson, 708 Ohio
ORGANIZATION LEADERS
Woman's Society of Christian Service ...... Mrs. E. F. Price, 902 Rockledge Rd.
Wesleyan Service Guild ............ Mrs. Ethel Hamilton, 2115 New Hampshire
Wesleyan Service Guild, Miriam Unit ........ Mrs. Cloyd Ingerson, 1506 Cadet
Mothodist Mefs e, 2oours oo i ot el o Charles Burrows, 1815 West 21st
ST g T T S S e S e John Saunders; 803 East |1th
Boy Scout Institutional Representative ............ Carl Spray, 102 Indian Ave.

From 1964 to 1966 the Churchrary added 335 new books with about 1/3 of those
purchased with library funds and the others purchased with special gifts or donated by
the congregation.

In June 1966 Rev. Garrett was reassigned. Following his pastorate in Lawrence Rev.
Garrett served asenior pastor at St. Marks Methodist Church in Overland Park.

First United Methodist Church 8 Lawrence, Kansas



Times of Tumult
Ron Sundbye, 19661974

In 1966 our country was heavily engaged in the Viet Nam war. Emotions about our
involvement in that conflict ran high on both sides. Flesgt Lyndon Johnson was midway
through his first elected term as President. Racial tensions were high in many parts of the
country, including Lawrence. In eloquent speeches throughout the country the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and others spoke of racgmulistice.

In June 1966 Rev. Ron Sundbye, at the age of 34, entered the pulpit of First Church for the
first time, beginning an extraordinary and tumultuous pastorate of eight years. His first
sermon title was AWhile We Are Waiting. o

Ron Sundbye walsorn in Olathe, Kansas on September 15, 1931,
His parents were Clifford and Lucille (Moll) Sundbye. He attended
the University of Kansas and Baker University, graduating in 1953
with a B.A. in Speech and Dramatics. He received his Bachelor of
Divinity Degree from Boston University School of Theology in
1956. On returning to Kansas he served a tiea@ pastorate at
Moran, and seven years at Countryside United Methodist in Topeka.
At Countryside membership grew from 300 to 1600 during his
tenure and a nesanctuary was constructed. At the time he came to
First Church his four children ranged in ages from 6 months to 8
years.

Ron Sundbye

Rev. Sundbye was serving on the Board of Evangelism of the Kansas Conference, had just
finished a term as president of the MinisteAHdiance of Topeka, and was a member of the

Board of Directors of the Shawnee County Mental Health Association at the time he moved
to Lawrence. By October he was elected to the Douglas County Mental Health Association.

In 1966 he had a reputation apa@pular and dynamic preacher. The Baker Orange campus
paper of Baker University on November 1966 reported:

ARev. Ronald Sundbye, minister of the Fir
will be the guest preacher at Allniversity Worship tomorrow at 9:45 a.iin
the Baldwin Methodist Church.

Rev. Sundbye, returning to the campus after an enthusiastically received
appearance |l ast year, will speak on the t
On! o

Since coming to the First Methodist Church in June, he hatotezhedule

three Sunday morning services instead of two in order to accommodate the
overfl ow congregation. o

First United Methodist Church 9 Lawrence, Kansas



Rev. Sundbye was guest speaker for the Union Thanksgiving Service of 1966 at First
Presbyterian Church. The following spring he delivered bacezdtel sermons at Pittsburg

St ate Teacherdés College and at Lawrence and
commencement addresses in Burlington, Eudora, and Tonganoxie.
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Certificate of becoming an Elder of The Methodist Church

This certification is used faall Methodist Ministers as part of ordination. The above

certificate reads as follows:

AKnow all men by these presents, that 1|, Dan
Church, under the protection of Almighty God and with a single eye to His lgyottye

imposition of my hands and prayer (being assisted by the Elders present) have this day set

apart Ronald Lee Sundbye for the office of an Elder in the said Methodist Church, a man

who, in the judgment of the Kansas Annual Conference, is well eqedafidir that work; and

he is hereby recommended to all whom it may concern as a proper person to administer the
Sacraments and Ordinances and to Feed the Flock of Christ so long as his spirit and practice

are such as become the Gospel of Christ and hencetii to hold fast the form of sound

words according to the established doctrines of the Gospel. In testimony whereof | have

hereunto set my hand and the seal of my office this tenth day of June in the year of our Lord

one thousand nine hundred and fiftyi x . Done at Lawrence, Kansas

First United Methodist Church 10 Lawrence, Kansas



In his first year at First Church attendance tripled and included more than a thousand students
from the University of Kansas each Sunday. In addition to 3 Sunday morning services a
closed circuit televisionystem, loaned by First Methodist Church of Topeka, was installed

to serve more than 200 persons in rooms other than the sanctuary.

Other First Church staff members were getting recognition as well as noted in the Church
newsl etter . A Medahoand ihecountkyireaddaestorgia their st@y paper

written by our staff member, Bonnie Miller, Director of Christian Education. It was entitled,

6The Flowers Appear on the Earth. o6 We are fo
trainingcoMi ne t o make her one of the outstanding
the newsletter articles such as this gave no attribution to the author, but many were written by
Rev. Sundbye and others by church staff.

In October 1966 a former member offtiMethodist Church, residing in another state, sent a
check for $4,000 for fisome unbudgeted items.
money was used for new choir robes for the Chancel and Angelus Choirs, 2 pianos for the

church school, and an M electric typewriter for the church office.

October also saw the beginnings of a weekday
enroll ment of 48 children in three classes. 0
Commissions on Education and Outrea@s investigating initiation of a futime day care

center at First United Methodist. This day care would run 5 days a week. In

September 1968 the United Child Care Center opened with 15 children enrolled. The Center
employed Mrs. Judith Bencivengo adlbdirector and teacher with Mrs. Anita Martin as the

second head teacher and Mrs. Zella Myer as cook. These were the beginnings of the very
successful Unitg Child Day Care (UCDC) program.

The January 31, 1967 First Church newsletter reported that sfaraiiées in our church

were participating in a special program of friendship with the Methodist students at Haskell.
AThese families O6adoptd two or three student
them to some event fromtime totime antheemb er i ng t hem on speci al

In late Spring 1967 arrangements were made to hold First Church Easter services at Hoch

Auditorium at 11 a.m. in addition to regular services in the sanctuary at 8:15 a.m. Rev.
Sundbyebds ser mon tfleerd tohFeo rs eCrhwrii cse sO sw aSsa ktei. 6
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Four of Rev. Sundbyeds Sunday ser mons

MORNING WORSHIP
EASTER SUNDAY

March 26, 1967
RONALD L. SUNDBYE, Minister

8:15 a.m. In the sanctuary 11:00 a.m. Hoch Auditorium

“From the spectral mist and the driving clouds,
From the shifting shadows and phantom crowds
From unreal words and unreal lives,
Where truth with falsehood feebly strives;
From the passings away, the chance and change,
Flickerings, vanishings, swift and strange,
I turn to my glorious rest in Thee,
Who art the grand Reality!”

ORGAN PRELUDE ... S MR. DAN ABRAHAMSON
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” ' —Manz

*ORGAN FANFARE (Signal to stand)

* (8:15) Dr. E. F. PrICE
CALL TO WORSHIE. ...... R (11) Rev. THOMAS REHORN
FPROCESSIONAL HYMN L Unison

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”

Portion of the bulletin on Easter Sunday 1967

SOUVENIR RECORD ALBUM AVAILABLE MAY 1

Designed to help all persons find deeper meaning in their lives, and to help the worshippers at
First Methodist recapture some of the services this year, a two-record album will be available May 1.
The four sermons, which were recorded during services the mornings they were delivered by Rev.
Sundbye, will be:

“What's It All About, Alfie?”

“The Dangling Conversation”

“I'd Like to Go to Innisfree”

“For Christ’s Sake”

More details will be available later, but plan to purchase your own album and give another as a
gift to some friend or member of your family. The cost is $5 per album (50¢ additional for mail-
ing). To order your reserve copy now, call the church office, VI 3-7134.

From the church bulletin on Easter 1967

n 1967 Mr . David Bezona, a graduate
music education was named the new choir director. He was enrolled at Kansasityni

wer e
sold for $5 per album in the late Spring of 1967. The announcement below also appeared in
the Easter Sunday bulletin on March 26, 1967

of

completing a degree for a Voice Degree
Purvis, who had been choir director for 4 years.

First United Methodist Church 12 Lawrence, Kansas
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Rev. Ronald L. Sundbye, minister, came
to the church last year after a seven year
Methodist

ministry at the Countryside

Church in Topeka. He is a graduate of
Baker University and the’Boston Univer-
sity School of Theology. During the last
year, many students and faculty have

worshipped with us. We invite you to our

services.

|
!
i
1

conditions.

SUNDAY SERVICES

Morning Warship, 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00

a.m.
Church School, 9:20 and 10:50 a.m.
Teen Action Group (Sr. High), 7-8:30 p.m.
Junior Youth Fellowship, 5-7 p.m.

Campus Wesley Foundation

Sunday Evening Program
5-7 p.m., dinner included (50¢)
1314 Oread

Tuesday 9:30 p.m. Worship

"It is not for us to fortell the day, but the day will come when men will be called to utter the Word of God i
such a way that the world is changed and renewed. There will be a new language, perhaps quite unreligious, b

liberating and saving, like the language of Jesus, so that men are horrifed at if, and yet conquered by its power . , .|

METHODIST
CHURCH

Worship with us each Sunday as we attempt tp

make an ancient faith relevant to 20th century

FIRST

946 Vermont

Rev. R. Dennis Bowers, associate ministef,
is a former newspaperman and a graduatle
of Kansas University. He is a graduate df

Drew Theological Seminary, Madison,N.J.

Rev. Thomas Rehorn, Jr. is the director df
the Wesley Foundation. He is a graduate
of Baker University and the Iliff Schodl

of Theology in Denver.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Advertisement in the Lawrence Journal World in 1967

July 25,1967

ANEXUS was

not Greek

|l nterconnect i
between members of First Church. We thank all those who sent in names for
ournewslegt er . 0

In July 1967 Rev. Dennis Bowers was appointed Associate Minister to First Church after

C

pi c k ed urahsnewislbtter. Noaheaordbid t he
or Hebrew, but English meani
on.® We hope it wildl be

]

becoming an ordained elder at the concluding session of Annual Conference. Dennis was a
native of Kansas City, KS, and a graduate of Kansas University and Demnlogical
Seminary in Madison, NJ. His degree from KU was in Journalism and he served for two
years on the editorial staff of the Kansas City Star before leaving for seminary. While in
seminary he served as péirhe asst. minister at Chatham UMC. His warkh youth was
the subject of an article in the March issue of Together Magazine. On June 17 Dennis

Bowers married Nell Shuman at Trinity UMC in Kansas City. After a trip to the Jamaica
Islands, they returned to Lawrence where Rev. Bowers assumed bisapdsties on July 1.
Nell was a fulitime student at the university.
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Under the ministry of Dennis Bowers big changes were in store for the youth program of first
church and they began to happen almost immediately on his arrival.

June 1967 NEXUS
A T h e FiMabout to undergo some changes during the rest of the fall to
prepare for a totally new approach to youth fellowship activities in the fall.
With the assistance of Mr. & Mrs. Peters and Rev. Bowers, the youth group,
which numbers about 23 active mengydropes to expand both program and
member ship. The first signs of this finew
the MYFO&6s sponsoring of O6Thipweklf 16 and th
dance for all Lawrence teenagers in Ecke Hall. These planning éireebeing
called O6TEEN ACTI ONS sessions. 0

July 25, 1967 NEXUS
ATAG [ Teen Action Group] replaces MYF [ Me
the Churcksponsored youth group. Attendance is up 300%. The MYF voted
itself out of existence at their meeting Sundhyly 16. The action made way
for the birthofanewchureeponsored youth group know as
Groupo. The action was in keeping with a
programs to demphasize the denominational emphasis of the group because
it tends b limit the ministry of the group. The new group is planning a whole
series of programs for the rest of the summer. They have asked the church to
allow them to sponsor a teenage dance for all Lawrence High School students
to be run by TAG members withatlul super vi si on. 0

By |l ate summer a plea was made that AAdult h
activities. Men with electrical training and carpentry are needed. Also someone with artistic
talent is needed to paint a mural on the wal

August 1967 NEXUS
AThe O0Thirsty Eard teen dance attracted a
adult couples chaperoned the dance, which is now being promoted by eight
ot her churches in Lawrence and the recrea
occurred dring the entire evening. Enough profit was gained from selling of
| D cards to begin three of TAG service pr

October 24, 1967 NEXUS
AThirty members of the T-da@wogkmprojecp | eave Th
in the inner city in Kansas @it They will be involved in several Methodist
and community sponsored projects, from tutoring and visitation to physical
| abor and working with other teenagers. o

November 14, 1967 NEXUS
AThe head of youth work of thedsener al Bo
Church and the person responsible for youth work for the World Council of
Churches have written letters of inquiry about the positive steps taken in youth
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work here at First. One of our young people has been invited to present one of
five papers atite National Convention of Christian Educators to be held in
Dallas in February. So you sd@e churches that are willing to flounder a bit

and take some time to work out some kinks are the ones that might, in the
long run, be the forerunners inthe refarm i on . 0

Ron Sundbye.

The First Church TAG program began to attract regional and national attention. It was

covered at length in the Sunday magazine supplement of January 28, 1968 of the Topeka
CapitatJ our nal cover articl e ti théatdlerectrdskhet T URNEI
there are fAapproximately 85 Lawrence High Sc
writes: Al n an era when Amaodgimgaosmgking, &and i s of
generally not caring, these Lawrence studente lcame up with a unique

interdenominational youth group. It is based on action and involveimesttonly intercity

and community involvement butinterer sonal r el ationships as we
Al ronically, the TiAhigpes bogdganoDendtr gieghtsoobhur
hangups t hat you candét do your own thing. o But
rebellion to this group. o Russell concludes
renewed individuality and a feegrof accomplishment to a group of teenagers that might
otherwise be lostinacliqeggto mi nat ed, mass society. o0

February 12, 1968 NEXUS
ARon Casteel, a member of First Methodi st
Monday for Dallas where he will be the only teesatp present a paper at the
National Convention of Christian Educators. The paper presents the TAG
philosophy as a possible prototype for churches of other denominations

July 9, 1968 NEXUS
AOur youth program is at a@rowneapidly cr i ti cal
during the last year to the point that at present we have nearly 50 youth
waiting to participate in the program. It is unfortunate that even after several
appeals, only two persons from the entire church have offered to help with the
youth pogram. Please, if you have some time to work with the youth, even if
you feel wunqualified, call Rev. Bower s. Y

Il n July Rev. Bowers made another appeal not i
several appeals, only two pers from the entire church have offered to help with the youth
program. 0

February 12, 1968 NEXUS

AMIi ss Bessie Daum has found it necessary
many years of devoted loyal service. On behalf of the entire congregation, a
geni ne At hank youo is expressed. The 1|ibra

supervision and the many selections she has made have been varied and well
chosen. She has spent many hours cataloging and the records are in excellent
shape. A successor will be named soorigy@Gommission on Education. The
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Church Library will be known as Bessie Daum Library. A citation and
expression of appreciation from the board has been sent to Miss Daum along
with the information of the boardods deci s

Bessie Daum

Merger became a reality for the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist
Church in April 1968. After years of study and planning the Uniting Conference for the
United Methodist Church was held in the Memorial auditorium in Dallas, TXfdlleaving
Ministers and laymen represented Kansas Conferences:

C Moyer, Floyd Coffman, Mrs. Barton Dean, Charles S. Scott, Albert F. Bramble, Clare J.
Hayes, Don W. Holter, and Roger E. Biddle.

In July 1968 the former EUB and Methodist Churches of thedés East Conference were

formally joined in an uniting conference on July 31 at Baker University in a service titled,
060The Act of Union. 6 Bishop Paul W. Mi | house
the former EUB church, presided and Bishop Stofhe Methodist Conference spoke. An
interpretative dance group of Lawrence First Church, directed by Mrs. Robert Shelton,
performed.

In October 1968 with the unification of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren
denominati ons, ibhthechurchemwenedenrgagized ang each local society
rechartered. The charter service called a fASe
Monte Pearson with Mrs. Leroy Dutt serving as the leader. Mrs. Clyde Woods served as new
president ofthe Wonmeeé s Soci et vy, replacing Mrs. J.D. St
Following the charter service, a business meeting and fellowship hour was held in Fellowship

Hall.

In November 1968 two historical banners were hung in the sanctuary made especially for the
formal uniting conference of the EUB and Methodist denominations in Kansas last summer.
The orange banner on the south depicted the history of the EUB denomination. The women
from the First Methodist and Central Methodist in Lawrence who made them were Mrs.
James Stoner, Mrs. Glenn Kappelman, Mrs. Richard Garrett, Mrs. Orvel Durham, Mrs. Ott
Gather and Mrs. Elmer Pippert.
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November 12, 1968 NEXUS
Al n conjunction with the Commission on Me
Action Group will begin this Sunday to pral homemade rolls for the first
all church coffee, to be held after each of the three services. Since most of
these coffees will coincide with new members Sundays, it will provide a time
to come meet new members. The youth are hoping many members of the
congregation will want to order rolls on a regular monthly basis. Profits will
go towards TAG service projects such as the African orphan, which they
support, and their annual trip. o

In late December 1968 Rev. Sundbye entered Menorah Hospital in Kangag&ie he
stayed for several days recovering from physical exhaustion. It was an early warning of
serious medical problems that would arise again later. The church newsletter offered the
following on December 31, 1968:

AMost of wus f orelguendn thouglanb onehas triesl haederso a
convey this humanness than he [Rev. Sundbye] has.

Many pressures have weighed upon Rev. Sun
few months and he was in dire need of complete quiet and rest. He is planning

on leavingthe hospital tomorrow. He will meet his counseling appointments

for this week unless you are called specifically with different information. He

probably will not return to the pulpit before Februaf§; 20

In the following series of letters to First Chhircongregation over the next few weeks Ron
Sundbye would reveal more of himself and his own personal problems in a very public
forum:

January 7, 1969 NEXUS
Al cannot tell you how much your <cards an
make receiving mail a pujey. Thank you most sincerely.

As | said on Sunday, it will no longer be possible for me to preach three
services. We have canceled the 8:30 service effective immediately. Let me
repeat the two suggestions | made to those of you who have preferred that
service. First, | know some of you like it because you do not like the large
crowd at 11. If you go to Sunday school, you have to attend that service. My
suggestions are that you talk this over in your classes and see if they could
meet at 11. That wouldde you to attend the 9:30 service. Second, | know
that some of you prefer the more traditional forms of worship. | would be
willing to find preachers for an 8:30 service if enough of you feel this way.
Please drop me a line, letting me know what your veistre, and | will
cooperate as much as possible to provide a service, which you find
meaningful.

My recovery is a bit too slow for my impatient nature. | still find that | tire
very rapidly and so | am going to have to work at a very limited pace this
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morth. | want to be completely well by February, and | know that depends
| argely on how sensible | approach things

January 19, 1969 NEXUS
AfBecause a ministerodos |ife is open to ver
the one to tell you that my vafand | have reached the decision to terminate
our marriage. This comes after 16 years of frustration and unhappiness for
both of us. We have sought to preserve the union by using every kind of
professional counseling. Our decision comes only becauskoatseo find
happiness together have failed.

The adjustment that lies ahead of me is going to be difficult, and it will be

helpful to be with friends and people | know. This situation presents you with

the unique opportunity ton@midniy®tuemotwo fah
badly than you need me. Perhaps this can be a very strengthening experience

for you.

| give you my word there is no scandal: there is no other woman, no other
man. The situation is one of gross incompatibility. We have weigbadidst
the interests of our four children, and we truly feel they will be better off
without a marriage that produces nothing but tensions and strains.

| ask that you not judge us. Let me remind you again of the Indian prayer:

AGr eat Spi wudge my bioteer untihiehava walkedjin his

moccasins for two weeks. 0O You have not |
therefore not possible for you to make judgments as to whether we have made

the best decision. That decision was ours to make andawsurs to live

with. I ask, as | have so many times, for your continuing love and support as

we go on in this church to make Christds
people of this century.oo

In spite of his problems he continued to lead the churamiovative new directions of

worship and service. On January 29, 1969 Rev, Sundbye returned to the pulpit. The service

was the first in a series of four utilizing popular and folk artists. His first was based on the
music of Simon and Garfunkelwithafoonsn A Br i dge Over Troubled W

Nita Sundbye Sewell offers the following abo

AOne of Ron's innovations was his annu

wove songs into his sermon outline that illustrated or supported the ideas and

feelings he wanted to communicate. Then he sat at the piano to deliver the

sermon, playing and singing the songs when they appeared in his outline. The

songs were usually contemporary music that did not appear in the church

hymnal.
For renewal and inspiratidme made an annual vacation pilgrimage to

New York City where he spent two weeks attending all the recent Broadway

plays. He absorbed the human emotions and conflicts in the newest dramas for
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potential use in his sermons. He also bought recordings ofubEas so he
would have the |lyrics and music for possi

February 4, 1969 NEXUS
Alt i s very, very good to be back on the
needed but enough is enough. | am still going to take it slow foiteawals the
last thing | want to encounter is a setback. | will be in the office several hours
a day and am again available for appointments.

| hope you will participate in the experimental services we are having during
February. As | stated last Sundag, one insists you like the new music we
are using. We ask only that you come with an open mind and hear what is
being said through the songs. 0

February 9, 1969 NEXUS
AA former professor of mine once said tha
the Englisha nguage are thank you. | dondét want
longer. Thank you for the many acts of thoughtfulness you are performing to
make this difficult time in my life easier. The cards and letters continue to
arrive daily and how | welcome each arfghem. | have also been very
grateful for the dinner invitations that have been extended to my son and me.
These are particularly welcomed, as we ar

| also want to thank those of you who are entering into the expstah

services this month with a spirit of openness. | realize that the music

represents a sharp change and change is always painful. However, | feel those
kinds of experiments are necessary now if we are to meet the future with

relevant forms of worshig.hope none of you think such experiments are

going on in our church alone. They are being conducted in churches of every
denomination all across the country. o

March 18, 1969 NEXUS
AOne of the things we have tried hardest
develop services and programs that enabl e
We are trying to be sensitive to the needs of our community and to serve those
needs when we can. There has been a wonderful response from many persons
in the congregation. Thissponse has enabled us to provide volunteer
workers for many social agencies in the city.

Probably our biggest undertaking has been the establishment of a Child Care
Center. We now have an enroliment of thirty, and most of the children come
from low-incomefamilies receiving government assistance. The Center makes
it possible for children to receive professional care while their mothers work.
The service goes beyond basitting. There is a very creative effort to help
ready them for Kindergarten and to pide them with skills they would not
achieve without help from outside the home. The parents pay a fee of $17.50
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per week and the Dept. of Health Education and Welfare pays $3 per day for
each day the child attends.

Some of the most important work a chuaccomplishes does not show and
easily goes unnoticed. Those of us on the staff are constantly searching for
new ways in which we can efficiently minister to real needs. We are deeply
grateful to those of you who are helping and hope others will enlist

the mselves in worthwhile service projectso

In April 1969 the Administrative Board, a new title brought about by unification with the

EUB church, passed fiseveral important resol

u

fCharl es Saunder s, Chai r mmatiee to f First Uni t

investigate possibilities of low cost housing in Lawrence, reported on the
general plan and development to date of the proposed Michigan Street low
income housing project. He then moved that the Board approve the following
st at ement : traiive Baard 8f dthenkrirst Ursted Methodist Church of
Lawrence, Kansas hereby requests that it be approved aspasor for the
proposed Michigan Street Ieimcome housing project (Section 236 of the
National Housing Act.). The motion was seconded by\Wilson and

unani mously approved by voice vote of men

ARev. Sundbye discussed some current deve

Ministerial Assignments and suggested it would be in order for the Board to

issue a statement pertaining thereto. It mased by Warren Bell and

seconded by Gerald Pearson that the fol
resolve that the Administrative Board of First United Methodist Church of

Lawrence would not refuse to accept a ministerial appointment on the basis of

0

racecor color . 6 Motion carried unani mously. o

Il n May of 1969 the death of Charles B. Russe

church will always be most grateful for our lovely pipe organ given in 1938 by Mr. Russell

and his brother, Lloyd Russelsa a me mor i al to their parents,

In June 1969 Rev. Stuart Herrick replaced Dennis Bowers as Associate Pastor. Stuart was a
native of Minnesota and a recent graduate of the St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City.
He held a degeein psychology from Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, lowa. While in

seminary, he served as a student intern for the Methodist Inner City Parish in Kansas City
where he was a community organizer with such groups as welfare rights, public housing and
communil-based model cities planning organizations. He also served the College Heights
United Methodist Church as pditne student director of the senior high group.

Also, in June 1969 Mr. Hubert Carson replaced David Bezona as choir director. Mr. Carson
helda Bachelor of Science degree in music education from McMurry College in Abilene,

Texas and a masterods in music education fron
bachelords degree of arts from Texas Technol

was working on a Ph.D. in Spanish at KU. He had been director of high school band and
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choir in Throckmorton, Texas; director of Christian Education and Minister of Music in
several Methodist churches in Kansas City. Mrs. Carson, Ann, had served as diréetor o

South Junior High School orchestra the prior year.

October 26, 1969 NEXUS

The youth committee of our church has recently been reorganized with Mr. Jim
Welborn as the new chairman. It also now humbers among its members an equal
number of youth anddailts. They are: Mike Sutton, Cheryl Allison representing the
Junior High groups; Diane Miller, Marty Wiley and Barbara Boozer representing the
Senior High groups and Betty Kappelman, Janet Mody and Allen Vick. Bonnie Miller

and Stuart Herrick are staffpeesentatives.

In a church brochure prepared during this time the staff were shown as:

THE CHURCH STAFF

Minister . . . . . . . Rev. Ronald L. Sundbye
Rev. R. Dennis Bowers
. Miss Bonnie Miller
. Mrs. Kenneth Pine
. David Bezona
Mrs. Duane Knos
Dan Abrahamson
Mrs. Cloyd Ingerson
Mrs. Phil Stiles
Wilbur Ray

Joe Wilson
Dr. Carl Knox
. L. Martin Jones

Associate M|mster
Director of Christian Education
Director of Evangelism

Director of Chancel and Chapel Choirs.

Director of Angelus Choir
Organist .

Secretary s
Assistant Secretary .
Custodian .

Lay Leader. .
Official Board Cha:rman i
Trustee Chairman
Commission Chairmen:
Education .
Finance .
Outreach

November 11, 1969 NEXUS

i would | i ke to use

compose what is cal

Warren Bell
. Gerald Pearson
S . Glenn Kappelman
Worship. . . . . . Rev. Ronald L. Sundbye

Membership and Evangelism . Phil Brown

my

ed

space this week
ministry at FUMC and to thank some of those who volunteer tinmake it
possible. That is our calling ministry. Each month, a group of men who

t he

AFi sher menos

newcomers in our community. They are Bob Wright, Chairman; Warren
Boozer, Jim Henry, Nelson Kueger, Georgerher, Clyde Woods, Bob
Candlin, Fred Shaw, Dick Ailor, Don Cooper and John Wakeman. The
Commission on Membership and Evangelism coordinates their work. It is
through their efforts that we find persons interested in uniting with the

fellowship of our chuth.
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Each month, Mrs. Pine, who serves on the staff as Parish Visitor, visits in the
homes of our shtihs. She also provides Christmas Luncheons each
December for these persons, and on Holy Thursday each year, she and | take
communion to their homes. MmBine also does a great deal of visitation
among newcomers. O

Thursday, November's 110 high school youth danced, listened, talked, and

daydr eamed to the sounds and | ights of the
senior high students. Sponsored by tleefM Action Group (T.A.G.), the

occasion was the reopening of the Thirsty Ed#nre third floor of Ecke Hali

for a teen dance. Fifteen adult sponsors, two personnel from the Lawrence

Department of Public Safety, and eight youth workers helped to make the

evening a smoothly operating success.

1970 was another eventful year for Ron Sundbye both personally and professionally.

His reputation as a preacher continued to draw large congregations and regional attention.

The Kansas City Star Magazine ran an extenarticle about First Church and its senior
minister titled Altds Standing Room Only at
In his article Mr. Goodman writes:

ADriving into Lawrence on a miserable
feared the weathr would keep churchgoers home, thereby ruining any
photographic possibilities. But we arrived to find the familiar lengthy lines
filing into the church. And despite the elements the place was filled to its 900
capacity for the 11 o'clock service. (An éarkervice draws largely
townspeople, while the latter is made up primarily of University of Kansas
students). ¢é

Indicating his awareness that students do not generally have much
money to spare, the minister made a small joke about the paucity intine pla
on an earlier morning, and then he went on to introduce Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Moore [now U.S. Representative from Kansas Third District], a young couple
who performed a fol k r e-RalliMcGakney of OHel po
song. €

The favored course offiis spiritual and intellectual banquet is a

sermon of relevance. And unqualified fran
violated its mission in this world. For we have turned our backs on the people
in hell, and there is aMrSumbys,si on. 6 Those
ordained Methodist minister.

OEvery rose has its roots in the dirt,
Cowboyd ser mon, in which he finds the mov
of Ratso and Joe. €0
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The article also describes some of tlmaficial problems created for the church with
expanding programs and declining revenues. f
Met hodi st functioned on a $50, 000 annual bud
more traditional Methodist memizeand larger contributors had left the church.

On May 10, 1970 occurred a singular event in the history of First Church. It was reported in
the Lawrence Journal World the following day:

Blacks Interrupt Church Service to Demand $75,000

i 6L awr e necoéthelmass viciously racist power structures that exist in
t his

A

o]
h country. o
On this alleged basis, 10 to 12 black men interrupted late Sunday morning
services at the First United Methodist ChurcH*,1 4Ad Vermont, and
demanded $75,000000b| aakwreesedenBs. O

In his letter to the congregation the following week Rev. Sundbye described the incident this
way:

AYou probably have heard by now that a gr

11 ob6clock service Sundayy500htaaidr ead a mani

blacks in the Lawrence community. | was totally unprepared for them and had

no knowledge that they were coming. To say | was completely surprised,

however, would be untrue. This has occurred in many churches. The men who

came to our church peesented the Coordinating Committee for the Black

Community, and Mr. Bryce Rivers, the chairman of that committee, read the

mani festo. The document ends with the fol
I h

this time next week f oBishoyStawe andRes.wer . 0

Neal Hiatt, our District Superintendent about the situation. Three meetings are

planned this week to discuss this matter. The first is an open forum for all

members and friends of the church to express their views and offer

suggestioa. We will read the manifesto again so those of you who were not

here will know its content. The second meeting will be a meeting of the

Executive Committee. The third will be a meeting of the Administrative

Board.

Being Christian has NEVER been easy. ugthot run from our difficulties.

Let us face them bravely and together. o
Rev. Sundbye described the response to the 6
May 19, 1970

AFirst, |l want to thank all ofekou who ga

to help us work through to an answer for the Committee for the Black
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Community in order to have it ready on Sunday. According to the newspaper,
it was not acceptable to them, but | have not been given a copy of their reply.
At any rate, we have made camswer and will proceed now to be honest

about it.

The Executive Committee will meet to form a committee of six

representatives from the church to discover how we can help meet needs in alll
of the minority communities and to formulate administrative pdaces for
implementing that help. Those who want to give to the CCBC may leave their
checks in the office and we will see that they are forwarded. After the 11 o
service this Sunday, there will be an informal discussion in Fellowship Hall to
glean any idas any of you may have which might prove helpful to the newly
formed committee. 0O

September 29, 1970

A detailed proposal concerning the restructuring of the Teen Lounge as a
recreation center open weekday afternoons and Saturdays was passed at the
last meeting of the Commission on Education. The general purpose of the
Lounge is to provide wellesigned programming for youth who need a place
to go to establish sound relationships with adults and young adults who are
interested in relating to them on botpersonal and an activity level. Copies

of the proposal are available in the north hallway on the sermon table. It is
vital to the youth who use this service to have a wide variety of people with
whom to identify. It is therefore crucial that church adutikinteer to serve

as a Lounge Sponsor. Details of what this would involve can be obtained from
either me or Sally Hoffman of the Youth Committee.

Cordially,
Stuart Herrick

October 6, 1970

The Teen Lounge project is making rapid stridestaff development.
Approximately 20 KU young adults have volunteered to work weekday
afternoons and Saturdays. The tentative opening date is Octdb&dri4
Tuesday, the I3there will be an extensive orientation session for the entire
staff to prepar¢hem for the highlights and responsibilities of supervising the
Lounge activities.

October 13, 1970
Next Sunday evening, two new youth groups will be initiated. The one for

Junior Highs will meet in Ecke Hall from 7:00 to 8:30. The sponsors are Mr.
and Mrs. Benji Wyatt. The Senior High group will be sponsored by Rev.
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Sundbye, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Young, Maribeth Blitch and Steve Langhofer and
will meet at the Parsonage at 7:00 p.m.

The Teen Lounge will open on this Saturday th8 4d will be open from 1

to 5and 7 to 11. Weekday hours are 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The chaperones had a 6 hour orientation session on Tuesday of this
week.

October 19, 1970

AThe Committee of six [Charles Saunder s,
Norman Yetman, Nacy Bengel and Carmen Cabrero]. worked long and hard

all summer to come up with suggestions as to ways we can provide help for

minority groups in this city. Their final recommendation is for $10,000 to be

divided three ways:

St. Lukedébs AME Church: $3,000
This is one of the oldest Black institutions in Lawrence. Needs are very great.
They lack critical facilities and supplies.

Concerned Black Parents $3,000

This will help a new organization composed of responsible, concerned parents
from the Black commuty initiate programs they feel will effect the well

being of our entire city.

Education: $4,000
The largest sum of money is reserved for programs to help people learn skills
and trades through which they could secure better jobs.

Because of budget prolnotess two staff positions will be eliminated. These
include the Associate Pastor and one linfle secretary. There is money for
additional help but only on a pditne basis. This decision becomes effective
Dec. 31 for the secretary and May 31 for our Assdcie . 0

October 6, 1970--from REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

Alt was voted that the United Child Care
month to help pay for utilities.

It was reported that at the last Trustees meeting they approved a paticy t
t here wil./ be no smoking in the church. o
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In early summer 1970 Nita Wyatt, Professor of Education at the University of Kansas, and
Rev. Ron Sundbye announced their engagement. Their wedding on August 9, 1970 was held
in First Church sanctuary with ReMeal Malicky, dean of the college at Baker University,
officiating. Among the wedding participants were Dan and Carol Abrahamson and Dennis
Moore [now U.S. Congressman].

The Wedding of Nita Wyatt and Ron Sundbye i August 9, 1970

In August 1972 a#éir ten years as Director of Christian Education, Bonnie Miller resigned to
accept a position with the UMC of Nichols Hills in Oklahoma City.

The death of Edwin Price in 1972 marked the end of a long and distinguished career of
service. It was reported the church newsletter as follows:
November 22, 1972
AOur church was saddened this week by t he
spent most of his adult life as director of the Wesley Foundation at KU. He
touched thousands of young lives in his ministry thele served on our staff
as paritime Financial Secretary and deeply enriched the ministry of our
church. His loving way of dealing with people gave him a special place in
many hearts. He helped me in many ways, and | truly feel | have lost a very
good frend.

-Ron Sundbyeo
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Rev. Price family donated the | ibrary of
November 6, 19714 The Library Committee fAw
now ready for your u s e .albogedras a separate bnit froenthb i s |
main | ibrary. This was a temporary arrange
browse through and to check out books from his collection before it is incorporated into the

main | ibrary at a alnadt ePra nd altoey.cte Huelrdea ck oeedhi It eer:
this great collection. o

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Vick and the United Methodist Women donated the picture of Dr. and Mrs.

Price, shown here.

Lena and Edwin Price

January 9, 1973
AThe fir st nmairgitandStgering Contmhtee foPthedormation
of the new womends wunit, United Met hodi st
January 14, at 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The committee includes 5
women from Wesleyan Service Guanl d, 6 fron
Service, and 6 church members not currently holding membership in either
group. A permanent <chair and secretary wi

June 19, 1974
AA memorial service will be held in our s
Lena PriceThe family will be in Fellowship Hall to meet friends after the
service. Mrs. Price died in Jonesboro, Arkansas, June 11 after a long illness.
In lieu of flowers the family requests memorial contributions to the Chapel
Fund. o

Dur i ng Ron S uenwerbnumdiots sappat staffftleanges due in part to the
transient nature of student population experienced in college towns. Rowena Pine became a
full-time staff member as Director of Evangelism in 1966. Rev. Dennis Maack was hired as
parttime ministerresponsible for the teen lounge and for the ACT and TAG youth groups. In
1970 Mrs. Zella Ingerson resigned to move to Nebraska after serving 16 years as church
secretary. She was replaced by Sonia Rodriguez, a native of Chile. She had previously been
office supervisor in the northern part of Chili for fofiye Peace Corp workers. In 1972 she
moved to Chicago and was replaced by Karen Gordon. Other secretarial staff mentioned in
church notes included Rozana Leak, Carolyn Gaddis, Janet Vaughan, and MesdoenB

Bob Brotsman was custodian.
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Memorial gifts to the church during Ron Sund
FUMC by Grace Emmett in memory of her husband, Mr. L.H. Emmett. The money was

used to buy new carpeting for the sanctuary, new mecgrdoors on tenth street and

renovation of the south and west halls. Donald Roberts, presented four altar frontals, with

liturgical colors appropriate to the church year, in memory of his mother, Mrs. Clara Roberts.

A new sound system in the sanctuary waschased and installed with money given by the

estate of Mrs. Cynthia Mock.Two banners in memory of Ron Casteel were donated by the

Casteel family.

The |l ast few years of Ron Sundbyeds pastorat
illness as hetsuggled with his manicepressive disorder. The Church at that time had

limited support mechanisms for pastors with such an illness. Church leaders struggled to find
ways to help with little success. In the Spring of 1974 the -Bafish Relations Comnige

asked the church conference to reassign Rev. Sundbye to another church.

Of those times Nita Sundbye Sewell writes the following:
AfHe asked the conference for a sabbat:.
degree in Speech Communication and Human Rela®@BIR) at KU. His
goal was to be a speech teacher at a juni
degree in October of 1975. When he finished, there were no jobs available in
the junior colleges unless the applicant had a doctoral degree. He was
accepted ird the doctoral program in SCHR and completed most of the
coursework required. When he got to the statistics course, he dropped out of
the program.
He then asked the conference to give him another church assignment.
They sent him to Meriden, Kansas, a cluirca small country town north of
Topeka similar to the Moran church at which Ron had begun his career many
years earlier. He left that church in January of 1979 after a stay of about a
year . It was a mismatch from the beginnin

April 30, 1974 NEXUS
AA reception for Nita and Ron Sundbye will be held after the worship service
on Sunday, May 19 in Fellowship Hall. Members of UMW will be hostesses.

This wil|l be an opportunity for all of us
years of ministry, which havenriched the lives of all of us. His last Sunday
in the pulpit wildl be May 26, before taki

This marked the end of an extraordinary and tumultuous period for First Church. It had been
both energizing and agonizing.

At the invitation of Rev. Virgil Brady, Ron did return to First Church as guest preacher one
Sundayin August 1990In an oral history taken in 2002 Nita Sundbye Sewell recalled that

Ron agonized over whether his sermon had been good enough on that occasiomeber

of the congregation that day hearing Rev. Sundbye for the first time, this author found it to be
inspiring.
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Ron Sundbye died suddenly of a heart attack on September 14, 1994, one day befSte his 63
birthday. Funeral services were held at Fgburch with Rev. Virgil Brady officiating. Ron
and Nita had been married 24 years at the time of his death.

The following are remar ks given by Ron Sundb

memorial service on September 17, 1994

ARon was r bistareekas & Methodistminister in
achieving in such a short time what many take years to accomplish. He was
truly gifted in his ability to preach to people about meaningful, real issues in
their lives, and was able to touch the lives of young andliid.

| took great comfort and inspiration the other night, listening to some
of the sermons he had recorded when he was in his prime, and was struck by
how prophetic some of his comments were
meaning of love, given thadversities he lived with in his later years. | have
ached remembering the Ron | grew up with and seeing the Ron who endured
so much pain and suffering. It is true that it sometimes takes more courage to

l ive than to die andimisol wanstorenemberage sur pas

his courage.
| have two hopes today: one is that we can all remember Ron when he

was able to Iive |ife to its fullest and

Caricature of Ron Sundbye done at Disneyland

First United Methodist Church 29 Lawrence, Kansas



